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We will journey through 2,000 years of Jewish history in Austria and Vienna, from 

the Roman times and Middle Ages, to the Enlightenment and Fin de siècle. We 

discuss distinguished contributions the Jews of Vienna made to the creation of that 

city’s great culture: from music to medicine, from arts to philosophy. Then we 

travel from Vienna of the Waltzes to Vienna of the Dead: from Habsburg palaces 

to Leopoldstadt, a former neighborhood of vibrant Jewish life turned into a ghetto 

after the Anschluss. We will follow the “Stepping Stones,” the brass plates with 

names of the victims and learn their stories along with a peculiar Austrian response 

to the Holocaust. 


